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FOREWORD

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 
brings out diverse teaching-learning materials for the qualitative 
improvement in school education. The trilingual Dictionary of History 
(English-Hindi-Urdu) for school children developed by the Department 
of Education in Social Sciences (DESS) reflects efforts of the NCERT 
in this direction. The dictionary includes historical terms and concepts, 
most commonly used in History textbooks of the NCERT along with other 
relevant and popularly used terms in History.

History, as a component of the general Social Sciences, is a compulsory 
subject in Classes VI to X and is offered as an elective subject in Classes XI 
and XII. The students often face difficulties in understanding certain 
historical terms and concepts. Sometimes, they are familiar with a term 
in English/Hindi/Urdu, but are not able to explain or elaborate the same 
in the language used for medium of instruction, which may be different. 
Thus, efforts have been made to facilitate learning in history with the help 
of this dictionary. Each term and its explanation has been given in all 
the three languages together, so that students can refer to any version 
whichever they feel comfortable with. It is hoped that this work of the 
department to provide explanation for terms and concepts in the subject 
area in three languages together would be useful to all students following 
different mediums of instruction. 

It is, indeed, a great pleasure for me to appreciate the efforts of the 
members of the development committee for preparing this trilingual subject 
dictionary of this kind for the first time. Development of curricular materials 
is an on-going process in NCERT and since the road to improvement is 
never ending, we look forward to your suggestions and comments.

 HRUSHIKESH SENAPATY

 Director
New Delhi National Council of Educational
November 2016 Research and Training
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PREFACE

The National Council of Educational Research and Taraining as the apex 
organisation for imparting quality education all over the country is involved 
in developing pedagogic tools for effective teaching and learning. As part of 
this responsibility, it develops curriculum frameworks, syllabi, textbooks, 
supplementary readers and other teaching-learning materials. In this 
endeavour of enhancing the teaching-learning of History, the Council has 
developed a Dictionary of History for Schools—Trilingual (English-Hindi-
Urdu).

History as a component of the social sciences till the secondary stage 
and as an elective subject at higher secondary stage requires appropriate 
pedagogical support for effective teaching learning. The terms and concepts 
used in the discipline can be appropriately assimilated, understood 
and learnt by students through a dictionary that will be appropriate to 
their level, need and learning expectations. Therefore, it was considered, 
extremely worthwhile to conceive, design and develop a dictionary of 
important terms and concepts in History for school-going children and 
teachers.

It is not to say that dictionaries of this sort are not available in History 
but by virtue of their being too exhaustive and specific, these are not 
meant for school going children. There are some dictionaries which have 
been developed either based on events or on different periods of Indian 
history. Some of the available dictionaries have entries only on important 
personalities, whereas some other have a mixture of entries on personalities, 
important writings, events, places, archaeological sites so on and so forth. 
These dictionaries are essentially meant for students at higher levels of 
specialised education. These dictionaries have very few entries on terms 
and concepts occurring in the study of History. For school students these 
dictionaries turn out to be inappropriate, thus creating a gap in this area. 

The History textbooks brought out by the NCERT have no doubt provided 
explanations of some terms and concepts to cater to the requirement of 
transacting specific themes in classrooms but still there are many such 
terms and concepts which require explanations. This necessitated the 
development of a dictionary in History which will not only do justice to 
the themes that have been delineated in the textbooks but will also go 
beyond those to apprise students about diverse facets of India’ s historical 
development from the earliest times to the present. It is therefore, 
expected that a dictionary can go a long way in meeting the curriculum 
and pedagogic requirements of both students and teachers of history at 
all levels. This dictionary covers all periods of history of India and world 
(i.e. ancient, medieval, modern and contemporary) and therefore, should 
be viewed within this broad context of supplementary reference works.

NCERT textbooks are made available in three languages English, Hindi 
and Urdu. Many students may be familiar with a term in English/Hindi/
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Urdu, but they may not be able to explain or elaborate the terms in all 
the three languages. For example, for a child who has Hindi as the first 
language, may find difficulty in understanding with the change in the 
medium of instruction to English. A child also understands the concept 
better when it is explained in her/his own language. Furthermore, most 
of the dictionaries of History that are available are in English only. This 
necessitates the development of the Trilingual dictionary in History where 
all terms and concepts are explained in three languages—English, Hindi 
and Urdu—together to facilitate better learning. 

Compiling a dictionary in history remains to be a daunting task, not 
only because of the prestigious nature of the historical dictionaries series 
but also because of the sheer extent of History. The accumulated source 
of historical terms and concepts is enormous. No single-volume reference 
work can hope to do justice to the vast range of the History. 

The principal criterion for inclusion in this dictionary is a pragmatic one, 
endeavouring to include entries that any learner of History in school would 
expect to find/look for. These include the terms as well as key concepts 
used in the study of History. This dictionary aims to provide handy source 
of information on the terms and concepts that are very significant in the 
History of India and the world. Even though it is primarily meant for school 
students, it can be useful to anyone in search of basic information on a 
specific term or concept they may have come across in their reading of a 
historical text.

Attempts have been made to make this dictionary as inclusive as 
possible. It provides factual information about important terms and 
concepts related to different periods of History of India and the world, 
covering elementary and secondary stages. Further, these entries receive 
more than passing comments; albeit brief, the information is detailed 
enough to give the student adequate background. Conflicting statements 
and dates have been verified as far as possible.

A methodical process has been used to compile the list, utilizing a step-
by-step approach. Firstly, various terms and concepts were identified from 
the NCERT textbooks in History from Classes VI to XII. As a second step, 
this preliminary list was reviewed at the department level (with the help of 
other faculty members in history) for additions, deletions, and revisions. 
Further again, workshops were organized to finalise the terms. A core team 
was constituted to make appropriate explanations for the selected entries. 
The whole project became organic, growing, changing and evolving. 

This dictionary contains 410 entries and maintains an alphabetical 
structure, permitting the reader to find a topic quickly and easily. 
This ‘encyclopaedic’ format was followed upon for several reasons. 
A chronological approach, or even periodization, would have inhibited 
efficient use of this dictionary. Some entries, like zamindar, defy easy 
chronological placement, since they span many decades and transcend 
historical periods. A thematic approach, also would have been cumbersome 
because some entries may appear to overlap. In order to facilitate a 
chronological-periodization approach and a thematic organization, these 
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alphabetized entries have been cross-referenced, and the dictionary also 
includes an index. Considerable efforts have been made, within the obvious 
constraints, to make this a coherent volume that is maximally useful to 
scholars, students, and anyone having an interest in History.

As should be the case with all reference works, the aim of this dictionary 
is to help the reader in his or her studies; it is not intended as a substitute 
for textbooks, and its use is essentially a limited one. If it assists the reader, 
and perhaps stimulates him or her to probe further into an important 
field, we believe, it has gone a long way towards serving its purpose.

In a dictionary of this length, despite our best efforts, there may remain 
mistakes or deviations from the above guidelines, so we apologise in 
advance and invite the reader to inform us of any discovered errors so we 
may correct them in the future edition. 

Using the Dictionary
The aims and limitations of this dictionary are set out early in the Preface, 
however, the following notes are intended to assist the reader.

Entries are arranged alphabetically with their headings in boldface 
letters. If you know the exact wording of a particular entry, you can look it 
up directly. The alphabetization is letter by letter, not word by word. Where 
two or more entries have the same initial name, they are in alphabetical 
order of given name, e.g., Civil Rights precedes Civil War.

This dictionary has several sub-entries. These entries have been 
gathered as sub-entries under their respective major entries to make it 
easier to grasp the larger picture, for example, the entry on absolutism has 
‘absolutist’ and  ‘absolute rule’ as sub-entries.

In order to facilitate the rapid and efficient location of information and 
to make this book as useful a reference tool as possible, extensive cross-
references (See also) have been provided in the dictionary section.

Non-English words that are not proper nouns or titles have been 
italicized, with the exception of a small number of words which have in 
effect passed into the English language, for example, samurai. Sanskrit 
and Pali words are italicized as they are pronounced. The elaborate 
diacritical marks required by strict Indology are not used in the body of 
the dictionary itself. 

It has been impossible to consult primary material on the majority of 
entries and so the text relies extensively on the opinions of other scholars.
The works consulted most intensively are included in the bibliography 
section.

This dictionary will, hopefully, be a useful tool for students, and 
other readers. This dictionary is meant to be a comprehensive source for 
understanding history, but being a dictionary, it limits itself from being an 
exhaustive encyclopaedia.

SEEMA SHUKLA OJHA

 Associate Professor, History 
 Department of Education in Social Sciences
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